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' 7 CHAPTER LXIL‘ '
Spititualistic Phenomena. !
1.“PAYSON ALDEN has discov-

ored, to his great joy, a woman
medlum who “answered all the

.4 Tequl enta for an ldeal "'sen-

| Imc‘_!. rem LY

* For years ha had
ﬂﬂiﬁ:lulr for sueh an ope.  Hun-
dreds applled to bim, with varying
claims, but most of them had been
fravdulent, and hls keen parceptions
had shattered their trickeries. The
woman now im his paychlc laboratory,
hm= was unigue. And he was
revéting, In his profeasionnl way, In the
ocerit’ plyenomena which #he b’pd alreaay
showh Him, o). gl Ga.

Bhe sst M a comfortable chalr.” with
the ‘lights turned low, red 'tlxsue’ paper
ahades coverlng thém to mdke the
“stharié atmosphere’’ the more conduc-
ive' to oocult work. The shades of the
room were frawn, nnd’ the physiclan
prepared” to put her to the most sovere
tast of all,

*I Am. getting tired,” she sald plain-
tively, as she crossed her arma ner-
vously. ‘T will not be receptive very
much donger.  So you had hest hurry.”

1 do not with to be unreasonable,
Mre. Palmer,” ' gently answered the
physielan., “But if you knpew what
vital moatters I am euger to Investigate
you would understand my Insisténce.
Life and ddenth are concerned in a very
tragic gase which I have becn Investi-
gating.~ 1 feel that those In thls life
may. helped by thelr loved ones be-
yond the grave, If you can throw yqur-
self ‘“Into a real spirifualistie trance.
We shell not be inteirrupteéd, as I have
given my sarvants astriet orders to—""

Buly, even as he spoke, the telephone
a.ﬂqu. and he, inpatiently walked to-
wam the instrument

Once before he t;-;: ignored t|ho |nlll-
"m“ 1 with the resuit that
Rm.h:’ nearly loat BMer Iife through
his -Mlutnot. ll;{n “nn Mﬂl ltutnll.!.hn.'m“m
2 syea' Hello!™ hu . Y.
..'hla \volce lortun«fn

, It e vou, Myra, ® * * well, of
cou IL:.am glad to ar from you,
but am In the midat of some ve
Interesting emrlmrnts e * & Well, L
think 1t'best ¥ou to see 4 later trinl,
an you might disturb the medium,” ho
contimued. ’
There seemed a pleading argument
at the other end of the wire. Alden
;lﬁ:t.l his head as he reaponded in the

ve. !

mully, he relented,

“Al rl,l'h!-. you mnf' come. But hurry
right on cmg{H for Mrs, Palmer In gét-
ting tired. ‘e will walt for you," and
h ng up the recelved,

We can reet for a few minuten': he
told. the medium. *“That in the youn
lady who hu“bou in:wueh denger o
late. Perhaph '}t Is just as well that
Toom My peeferd. the apirlial con:

’ 14 e spir eon-
nection whl%% we dnlrap' ,

M he recoufited tb the woman a
fo ‘gw- hgreow incldents sshich
hé ded Myra Maypard's young

At first the ppdium was timor-
or but as Alden explained the im-
Y bl&Natrad '*Lrh hich the blood-

Order had ‘persecuted

.-.:Kl her sympathles ovErcame her

“Something tells me that I may be of
mttor help. than I had supposed,'”

im
b, §' d"lnﬁillon i}o Jrait lnfgre
& Maynard automoblle drew u Q-
reé thd phyalecian®™s home to 2)1 w
yra and her mother hasten up ¢

uq": .The ladies were shown at onge
to lnborn.‘ory by the mlzld. who
peen fearfully Into the room, and
Itfn. ot no time In retreating from
this gqueer sgnctuary, which as re-
KA the servants gs a general

b,
au "k'g‘.lar‘e for “ha'nta’ and “ban-
ee8. 5

Alden Introduced the newcamers, and
then prepared for the final tests of
mediumistic puwor. :

. Yty
Mre. Maynard was ‘visibly frlﬂ-]t-
’.nod a8 dgn arranged the setting
r Mrs. Palmer's suprame efforts In

such a way as to prevent any tricker-
jen. Bhe had objected strenuously to
attending any more of these terrify-
ing demonstrations. but Myra's eager
grrlollty;overrode her determination.
ow, her usually placld face was
twitching nervously, and she sat on
the edge of her chalr as though in-
tultively expecting some terrible thing
to happen.
Alden had arranged a “cabinet” in
g corner of the room, by stretching a
Iack curtain across a horisontal wlt,'
port. reaching from one side wall tb
mothar. In puch a way as Lo preclude
poasibllity of any assistance from
:aum. the room. The cablet extend-
to a helght of abaut seven feet, so
t they could sée over the top of it.
ow, Dan,” he directed his assist-
'l'.‘é ‘bring out the large scales and
place thobm nrolhefora the cabinet.”
Wobe natrictions, - and the
sctllew,” with thelr balancing platform
lagge -ensugh'to hold & ‘chatr, were get
accordine to hig (the physiclan's) in-
ctic@® © A large ‘net “whs then
asound the chalr, and the me-

um stepped upon the scales, and
Alddn raibed the net, completely eon-
cl her In ita meahen. He

fastened the top of the net to the sup-
port ‘Mﬁﬂ' "
"‘:’;h{' these curious preparations?™

"Hecaurd® this Is the only way In
whigh which to absolutely make eertain
that there is no legerdermain or trick |
maniptilfation in a seance. The scales |
wil indieate any departiire .of the me-
dlum from them. or any added walght
in tané she should uke anparntus to help
‘I::{- fn the manifestations. And the

precludes any use hands or,
feet “about the room," oxp nlnorh the
physiclan, "These are the sclentitic pre=
oautions which have betrayed hun-
dreds 4f pretepded mediuma, ™ .

He hwried 1o the other side of the
laboratory, and carried & #mall table to
the kide of thé room near, bat Beyond

+reaah of the medium. A

Tpon this he pilaced a common
pchool ‘sate, within whosa' folded sldes
he had placed & slate pencil.  Tle tied
the sides of the siate Armily and sealed
it, before helne satisfied. Then from a
cablpet he.brought forth a demboyring
and a mandolin. These hy placed on
the 1arge table; fully twelve ‘Teet saway
frem Mra, Palmer's temporary platform
on the acales,

2a he looked about with satisfaction,
another timid knock came from the

_.?f he

doorway.

“Confound t! T must not be dis-
turhed again,” he muttered, angrily.
“*There will be a new mald in this house
tomgrrow !’ . .

He strode impatiently to the door,

bolted it, and was startled to see

o ‘suave smile of Arthur Vamev,
“F just took the liberty top come right

w stairs.," explained  the Intrider,
lnali'., "1 told your mald it would be
all geht. I ealled to takes Myra motor-

ing, and butler tdld me she had come
over here to sed a spook performance,
I nover belleved in them, and 0 I knew
you wouldn't mind letting me have a
™ ofl seal, ax well”

den raged Inwardly.

There w r certaln ahiftiness which
he dam‘ro':r n Varfey's shrevd even
which belled the surface ealm. But,
after many hqurs of atudy ofsthe man,
Alden determined now ta put him teo
th& tut!. Purh&nru. {u- thought, heie waa

Jona in disguise,
. 'lthanf more ado, he Instructed Dan
10 bﬂﬂ?l‘l‘ml er chalr, and with formnal

courtesy he Waved \'nrney to n séat.
Then “he turmed to Mrs. Palmer ex.
pectantly,

"_B.ﬂyou ready now?"' he Inquired,
.Tn rew the curtaing of* the
w s ’

dows.
“Yau, but with =0 man

'{ peaple In ths
room, | must have absolu

te darkness,”

"maAster and n
Flitea, '

she agewered. “'I am dlsturbed, and not
able to concentrate well as before.”
Alden turned off awiteh of the
eleetria llghts. and the room was In

utter darkness, save for a dim ll:’m.

covered with a black ashade, which

gnl“b.l rays upon the noisool slate on
@ table.

““Now, please do not utter a sound,”
he Instructed hia little audience, and
he sat dbwn tc awalt devalopments.
! Tz'mh .\:.u ludTb “::1?:' ;Ill. ‘.é‘ ,f
1] o
t?nelr breathing. denly the u‘?o on
which waas the alate to
ut:;‘ as though Ufted by invisible fin-

gera,

‘Mra, Maynard in frjght, and

her  Angers ‘;uhﬂnﬁd Abo & h‘l‘l'l

arm, ad she drew cldser to the gir
Vamey's nervaushess lnaruu&,

tunately for him, hidden by the
ead of the

n YT "

Now the table rope completely

the floor, and lher b::; to _move
hout the '}'oon'i. with Irtll. bumpa

inst the other furniture.
~Not m sound came from the medium,

for-

from

who was n . Al
stepped softly up% '3‘1’3?‘”':"&. JAG:I‘:
more than once, and touching his fAn-
gers 1o the balance seemed satisfied.
i P Y XA
] ;

cerde hamd had beon drawn, across the

strings of the banjo.

Mra, Maynard |m:hod. as she ocow-
ered stlll nearer to Myra. Unafrald,
the girl watched the movement of the
table, under the dull glow of the little
light. At last {t came Lo rest, many feot
away from its original ition,

Now thert came a startling blast from
the trumpet, which was in utter darke

n It seemed to be grﬂoﬂ about the

m, above ir heads, as the brasen

sountds came from varying dl ne. |
Varney gav

Vent to a terrified grunt,
and backed against the wall. -Dan Al-
den’s assistant, followed sult, while Al-
den knelt on the floor o Lhe endeavor
to detect any trickeries of the surpris-

ln* medium,

he pandemonlum of sounds In-
reased. There 'were knocks on the
table, stampings on the floor and wall,
from 1  directions, It seemed an
thou a company of spirits must be
participating In this gruesome featival.
The banjo twanged discordantly, as it

o

[ flutterod abput their heads; the trump-

ot emitted more blasts than ever. M.
Maynard now covered her face with
her hands, fearing some still more
blood-curdling demonstration.

Buddenly the racket subsided.

Alden  and - his ' guesta turned thelr
eyes toward the slate, which'.now ap-
peared floating from the table into
the alr!

There was a sllght grating sound!

“1 heard the pencil writing inside,”
exclaimed Myra, excitely.

“Good!™ msaild Alden, In a whisper,
“but don't disturb it!"

He leaned 1orward to look at the
scles again, as beat he could in the
faint Juminoalty, As he did so Arthur
Varney stepped forward, snatched the
slate and Broke tha sculs. He opened
4t and held it beneath the dim rays of
the covered lamp,

He Fead a Martling message:

“Varney s a4 member of the Black
Order, Beware! - Your Father,"

With' a quitk movemant, jusL as Al-
den faced about, he rubbed the mes-
sage .from it and lald it down upon
the table with a nervous laugh.

“What do you mean by Inlerfering
with my worl:?" criéd the physlcian
atridently.

It was—just sjlly stuff. 1 wanted—
to—sea It doné agnin,"” stammered Var-
MR' dn confysion,

MQ:WIDHM toward him, his fist

clapeh L Tqh

‘“You . contounded Idiot!"” he crled
with a lﬁmm.. tone ih his usunlly placid
‘wolce. "“1T've had enough of your Inter-
ruptions., I didn't Invite you here, and
thia is not the first time you have de-
liborately dntruded.”

Myra sprang to his side and caught
the muscular arm, just as it was drawn
back for a.vengeful thrust.

“Fayson!, Payson!” she cautioned.
“Don't’ forget yourself ! Arthur is your
Buest.' -

Varney atepped back. He realized the
awkwnrdness of the sljuation, and, act-
ing under orders fram his evil rulér aa
he was, he knaw that this was no time
for a crlgpllnx of the secret machina-
tions of the mnetar.

“Guest or no.guest, If he doean’'t get
out of my house, I'll throw him out of a
window !" cried the phyalclan. He turn-
od toward his assistant, “Dan, take thia
fellow downstalrs and kick him out If
he doesn't hustla."

Varney muttered an Imprecation under
his breath, but gladly grusped the oppor-
tunity which be had been walting.

“Myra, 1 hape that you<—" he began,
ul ‘l‘w caught up his hat and walking
stlck,

Hut the gir]l Indignantly Interrupted,

“Arthur Varney, your hopes have
nothing th do with me any more,” and
she turned away, to lay & soothing hand
upon the furlous physician's 'arm,

Varney lll.lﬁhqﬂ scornfully. as he walk-
ed through the door, held open by Dan,
whose twltching figgers longed to Inclose
the neatlv collared throat,

Pan fallawed him downetalrs with un
concealed Irascibllity, and, as he slam-
med the door behind the unwelcome
guest he saw ‘throngh the curtains the
malevalent sneer with which the depart-
ing nne turned to face the house for an
Instant. .

“Dat suy ain't after no gond for de
guvner,” he mutterad. "T'd enjoy eroak-
in' him mveelf.," which remark evidenced
an understanding of human nature much
more correvt than his grammar,

et

CHAPTER LXIII. J
Tk~ Rirth of a Frankenstein.

WTTHl.\I the somber shades of

Black Order councll rooma
uhusual cfereamonies were he-
Ing conducted by the high
plcked group of his satel-

It was seldom that the evil pontiff min-
gled with s underlings, but great plans
were now afoot.

“This I8 the supreme eaffort of our
order,” he told the assembled brethren.
Al *your willa and wicked aouls must
be concentrated upon our task, for to-
day we ascond to the supreme step of oc-
cult power,”

Fourteen of the members, wearing
thelr flowing black gowns, and the va-
ridus hoods, from which dangled the tri-
nngular dises over the crime-seamed
foreheads, now walted' hls every com-
mand with rapt attention.

Thelr numbers had been sadly decl-
mated of late by the Intrepid campalgn-
ing of Alden. Reallzing the need for ah-
.ofum secrecy and trust, the master had
forbidden the Initiatlon of new members,
to avold a repetition of the “spying'
work of Hajl, Alden's lll-fated Hindu
friend,

And so It.was that they realized that
their fates hung upon the toll of this
momentous hour. Never before had
thelr obedlence been so implieit,. thelr
willa so sublugated to the aupremity
of the eriminal genlus who presided.
And never befére had the High Master
himself remlized that tn the handgome
and debonplr man of aglance had he
tound a supréme Antagonist “‘worthy ot
nig ateel!” * '

He led them Intd the sanctity of his
throne room now, and arranged them in
a triangular position, of which he, the
apex., was Tacing a oloth-covered ocubi-
net ‘n a corner of the room,

At n signal, and an Incantation trom
wa sthe delty of the Devil Worshipers.
ting crosslegged, ns they baw mn
rhythmie unisGn, ¥

‘Ihe Master gave Nrst the slgn of their

aread order, clenched nsts, presssa
against theeks, with thumbas upturned,
in semblance of the horned one who

Ilflt llfur. they
1 or man;
the unholy mu‘tu of the brotharhood.

‘I'hus, eoncenirating on the mysterious
worda, l‘::nr m;mn;. attuned to the

rull torce of the HIi Master. Now

he & (H ?n & volee oaverfous in its

ponderoys, overwhalmi vibration:
“‘Born of the wills of Nrteen men, Ne

will strike with ths power of ten!’

Now were thess words taken up as the
chant, while the Maaster led them In the
slow wwinging of their
ssemed to %n. although it was a com-
paratively short lapse of time, kinailly,
the Master rose alowly to his feet, ana
At & gesture of command the men walk-
ed cl%wlr acrosa the room, to stand be-
nind him.

The Mastdr extonded hia left hand,
polniting It toward the empty cauinet,

Buddenly a spark. and then mors,
shot from his bony Hngers—the Aac-
cumulated power of creative evil!

As the man nearest him placed his lelt
hand upon the Maateris shouider, the
flow of the daszling flashea increased in
bridiy and luminoaity,

Oneg after another the breathren join-
od this curious human chailn, Adding
oach time to the malevolent strength of
magnetiam which was discharged In the
direction of their ruler,

And ab they stood there still chant-
ing the words of creation, a fNgure be-

gan to r within'the ahelter or the
cabinet, t hirag it bore little sembiance
o anythi human,

But as thelr titanlc emrdia continuea
with more Intense efMort, and & MAINE
power of thelr welird crigs, It assumea
the shape of a gigantic man,

More and more dense |t gruw, umtil In
the rdeeate light of the sW)nEIng
brasiers suspended from the stene cell-
ng above, It moved and ramed its
head—a horritle physiognomy <combin-
ing In the gnarled and monnatrous fea+
tures an expression of indomitabie
power, supreme beéstialily, and absoiute
emptinesas of feeling or thought!

“It is the Thought Monster! I have
created him well!" erled the Master,
dro?plu his arm now.

His satcllites did the same, and re-
gnrded the hube beast In growing ter-
ror. There was & Erewsome menace in
that great hulk of concentrated evil,
which even these uncanny devolees re-
allzed with shudders of fear.

The members awayed wearlly, as
though thay had given forth the vital-
ity of their souls, while the High Mas-
ter spoke to the monster within,

“Come forth! Born of the strength
of fifteen men, your gptrength (s the
strength of ten!" was hlp raucous cry.’

And the Monster garbed In a long
gEray robe, lell of his huge arms, of
his rugged face, and stepped toward
his ereator.

An expression of childish, If beatial,
delight overspread the hideous features,
an advanced, stretching out the
great stubby fingers of his hand toward
the nearest member,

The black robed brother gave a cry
of paln and sprang backward, tripping
over a fold of his gown as he fd ro.
With the agllity of an orang-outang
the monster sprang forward fully ten
feet, catching the screaming member
with a vice-like grip. ;

He was lifted In the alr as easily as
n babe, and before the Master could
raise the whip which had been con-
cenled within his girdle, the great
beast was punching, lwutlnﬁ hnd pinch-
Ing the hapless brother with squeals of
hideous glee,

The Master rushed forward now, lash-
Ing the face of the brute with well-di-
rected blows of the cutting lash

The monster dropped the victim and
with a manhln{ of the greal tusks,
turned Jdoward the ruler of the Black
Order with outstretched arms,

*You must obey, for 1 created you!"
aried the Master, with another blow,

The monster paused, and his fury dis-
polved into childish gratitude as he
knelt before the Master to kiss his
hand#, stroke the sllken robe and gurgle
in puerile glee,

Amutes they ChAntea | w

Houra | ing

Juat thén the scintillation of light
from the shiny metal triangle on the
hood of a brother's garb atiracted hin |
attention, The great man-héast, ephems-
ernl "In his moods and half thoughts, |
now rose and curiosly examined the
glittering object,

At this juncture Arthur Varney sud-
dendy entered the outer chamber
through the revolving trap door, aided
by an outpost lef. to guard the portal,

Without the usual ritual, Be rushed
excitedly Into the

throne room, ery-
Ing: “Mnaster! Master! All e lost! The
lgirlt of Myra Maynard's father Is at
the mscance In  Aldens |

abaratory.
Myra and Mrs, Maynard are there, too,’

He hurriedly explained his close os-
cape from betrayal and then, with a
few keen questions, the Master raised
hand for sllence. He remalned loat In
deep thought, while the monster asat
squatted on the floor, tosasing his head
from side to mide like an imprisoned
beast of the jungle.

Varney, his excitement momentarily
calmed, now turned to a fellow In the
order to ask about the curlous beast.
And. as a whispered .explanation fol-
lowed, the High Master's r.g: writhed
into a leer of triumphant nfidence.

“It fa well. We must hypnotize the
thought monster and let him materinl-
fze at the seance. Then he shall de-
stroy Myra and Alden. We have vie-
tory In our hands at last. There 18 no
checkmate now!" he exclaimed,

He ecalled to the monster, who looked
up into the commanding stare of the
fixed black eyes. The Master's hands
described curious elrcles In the air, as
he began the task of throwing the great
bheast Into a cataleptie atate. It wan
more difficult than he had supposed,
for the monster was so aupreme In evil,
so lncking In Intéllect. thet his fask wan
slower than It would have been with
a human belng!

CHAPTER LXIV,
The Father Returns.

N the quite of the Inboratory, Alden
and his guests had recovered their
‘polas, after the disturbing exit
Varney, The physician refrained
from expresing the conslusion at which
he had finally arrived. Had it not been
for his bellief that some supreme result
was to coma from this surprising mse-
ance, he would have followed the other
man, and notifled the police, For at
last his susplclons had been Justified,
“Bgwill get him later, for he will come
into & trap again!"” he told himself.
And so he addressed himself to the
medium, who was still in the slrange
fey stupor of the transported sensitive,
Alden knew that deapite her catalepay,
shre was sublected Lo externals, to a
certifin ‘extent. (He' feared that the
unpleasant diversion might have broken
the flow ol her connection with the
Unseen Universe.
Yet he persevered. Now, he spoke to

her gently.
“Please brin' back & message from
he begged, his lips close

Myra's father,
loTl'tl]ll‘ @Ar. r b 4 i

ere was no reply but suddenl ]
curtains of the protected cabinet nw{y‘::i.
and a cool wind blew them out toward
him. Myra and Mra
ench other's handas rvously, hen
without .warning, the® curtains parted
.i‘tq a figure appearesd, visible to them
all! »

The medium was now writhing in a
spasm of agnml".

“The shade walked forth from the canop
and dimly glowing as though compos
of some phosphorescent material It be-
came more visible to them

It was Myra Maynard's father!

Mrs. Maynard gave a low groan, and
toppled s, forward, her face pressing
agalnst Myra's arm, which trembled as
in Aan ue while ahe vored to

Maynard gripped

Iner and awaited developments,

| furfoualy into the room!

ly more like a human volce than the

Per ol tree Lwops NOUdIng In Lhe
breeso of w still nigue 'L warn you that
AFLAUT YArDeY 18 a member ol the Humck
Urder,"

“Un, father, It can't be true!" gasped
Myra but tne spirit nodded In wolwmn
RILIFINALION, W8 “c.l nand rested upon ihe
girt's golaen nead.

Alden was kneeiing on the floor beslde
the scales, to get a closer, analyucal
view of the medium during tols astound-

performance. Nothing m s
sciendfic eyes, * He would have volced &
query, when the spirit sduressed Myra
on? ‘mo?' one elas Is coming

"1 must go—some d o
beware ! beware!" }i snid as it retreatsd
toward the curtalns and faded from
view, Maynard had lodt conscloua-
ness i this soul-racking moment, and
Myra was sobbing hysterically now.

Alden sprang to his feet, and for some
Inexplicable son, backed to the table,
where he drew his revolver from the
drawer,

A new fgure appearsd befors them
now. It was the same great monster, in
human form, which had left in astral
ways the throns room of the Black Or-
der & few seconds before.

Myra was speechless and spellbound,
an the tears coursed down her face. The
dend welght of her senseéless mother bore
her down, and yet she could not move
a muscle from that terrorised embrace,

“Who are you?' gasped Alden his llg:
pnrﬁhed and his voles cracking, as
spoke.

The monater apread Its great arms and
anawered in thundering tones:

“Born of the wills of nftug_ men, 1
strike with the strength of ten:

Before Alden could grasp the meaning
of t all, the monster selged the table,
and raised it high In air, 1t was thrown
down with an ear splitting crash. The
beast caught up a cn alr and r‘rhn:::g ::
between the t fingers ns
had been muf;"b‘ straw, Now It turned
fts baleful eyes toward Myra, and Alden
firally underatend the fenrful nortent

Here was a Frankenstein of the Man-
ter's creation, sent to destroy them. He
drew his revolver and almed for the
great chest of the gray-robed fgure.
The monster winced, as the bullst was
spent, but it rushed at him with in-
creansd fury.

Alden dodged the
the swinging arm,

ponderous reach of

and ran trough the
door ;r the laboratory into the other
chamber,

Dan, who had returned to the labor-
atory, had presence of mind enough to
slam the door and bolt it, as the mon-
ster aped afte rthe adroit Alden. Then
he turned to aasist Myra in bringing
rer mother Lo conaclousmens.

Alden had sent two more bulleta into
the .{mlk which pursued him, but to no
availl. They uvemg.d to kive pain, but
to Interfere with the beast's progress
not in the least,

Suddenly a curlous diversion aaved
him, as he had retreated Into a corner
of the ante-chamber. The monater
spled a mirror, and the flashing of ita
reflectad light caught hix childish fancy.
The monster nlﬂ‘mnd. picked it up and
gurgled with delight at the reflection
of hisg brutish face. y

An ldea struck Alden, whose mind
was working with lightnin n’wnd. in
this the supreme climax of his fight.
He ran for the door which led to the
black-walled room which contained his
hypnotizing machine, As he entersd
this he sent a bullet which shattered
the mirror in the hands of the glant,
and another into the brute's face. A

greal hand was clapped upward in
ain and an agonized howl emitted
rom the thick llps. The monster

charzed at him, but Alden had.slammed
the door and bolted it Inaide,

He knew that a few seconds only were
loft to him, for the evil Tilan was In-
vinelhle!

Inside the room he switched off all
the lllgﬂl. except those connecting with
the great. whee] of mirror-plancs. He
hear da crash of wondwork behind him,

The light from the other room shot
through a broken panel, accompanying
n protruding Ast. Alden shot at the fist!

There was another crash, and the
monater hroke through the door. The
physician sprang back Into n dark cor-
hoping
against hoep as the great beast dashed

CHAPTER LXV.

Checkmate!

ITHIN the inner sanctunry of
the Black Order rooma the
Master wna giving vVarney
aurried instructions. Hae held
twao eurlous coats, looking more than
anything e¢lse, like coats of mall, such
as the mediaeval swordamen used, They
were tunies, covered with sparkling
prisms of glass, and the ruler of the
Black Order hurriedly donned his own.
On the floor lay two shields, made of
mirrors, strangely wrought. Omne of
these he lifted, and adjusted over his
left arm. Then he raised a large bhlack
tube, In one end of which was adjusted
A lens, He pressed a button and a

great ray of green fight shot forth.
Varney picked up the mate of the
bulb light and looked Into the lens

curlously, E
“Be caroful, Varney! The rays of
that light are fatal to mortal and spirit!
1t Is the Acadly luminosity of sclence,
Do not point It at me or at yourself,
The monster wiil soon return from Its
mission, and we must destroy It. Put
on your conl, as I have done, take the
mirrorshie'ds, and go In the outer room,
When the monster returns call to me
and come In here. Then we will kill it
and we are victorious In our long task!"
The Master chuckled, hopefully. But
Varney was not so certaln, as he awk-
wardily adjusted the uncouth ands glite
tering garment. He retired to the outer
council chimmber, to awnit the ygreat
combat, with fear tearing at hls evil

heart.
. - - L

Alden's plan had worked'

The thought monster, its evea caught
by the bewlldering facets of light which
shet from the revelving :mirrors of the

. .

flluminated wheel, paused before It In
dumb ampzement, l'lrndunllr the hyp-
notle power of the sclentific machine

anserted Iteelf, and the monMmer hecame
rigld, The physlelan ran forward, not
o moment tn lose, A few swift pansen
of his hands, and He knew that he had
conquered the beast of avil,

“Gio hack and destroy the evil men
who made you'' eommanded the physi-
clan. The mornster, dated and atill
semi-rigld, obeyed, wallmg buek
through the shattered door. Down the
steps at the phyasician's euldance (L
went, and then drawn on by the m.ranrn
power of hyvpnosis It sped down the
#ireet, acroas the Intervening stretely of
the enuntry. unheeding &he strange ters
ror of people who beheld it and shrank
away,

Through the devious paths, to the
deopn woods of the suburban stroich of
uncultivated wondland under which the
subterranean chambers of the Binck
Order were bullt, the monster went,

At It app#oached the culvert, through
which the gnembers made their first en-
trance to the councll chamber, It spled
a member of the Order climbing out,

A grunch of bones and an Rgonized
scream and the member had gone to his
oternal punishment!

hrough the dark passage. led by its
suparnatural Instinet, the thought mon-
ster raced, to the amall chamber be-
benenth the revolving platform, With-
out warning it was suddenly
downward by the inhuman strength of
the great brute, The member on guard
above It fell fairly into the arms of the
murderous creature. A fulck hug, and
another victim had pald the penalfy!

The monster now raised ita huge head
through the openink and #prang into
the room abavg The monst red
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veatige of furniture in the chamber. It
stopped ayddenly and hid behind the
altar, Jjust as Arthur Varney came
through the curtains from another
room to Investigate the rolee,

There was no one in sight, and taken
off hia guard, Varney dmprd the ray
of the destructive light to the fround.

The monster reached over the altor,
drew his body auickly Behina ft. There
war an agonised shriek, as the scoun-
drel breathed hia!last, and the hideous
brute stood up, to fing his lifelcas body
across the room. It ran toward him
then, to study with interest the
rpangled coat and the mirror.

As n gorilla might have done, it cu-
riousiy drew off the coat and placed It
abont its own huge shoulders, plcked up
the mirror shield, and lifted the bulb
light, with curionsily.

There came the clang cf a Urazen
gong from within, The Master could
not understand the fallure of his min-
fons 1o reply. He had expected the
thought monster to relnearnate in the
throne room from which he had been
Hut. as he suddenly looked
toward the door, he beheld the great
beast, attired In the morror coat, armed
with the shield and bearing the fatal

t!

L, ];\a Manster, with & curse of rage.
sprang toward a switch and the room
wan in darkness. Then suddenly the
rebn ray of murderous light shot
frnm the holder, and the monster imi-
tated him. The two strange gladia-
tors, In the tense darkness, howling
with rage, battled each other [for
manvy minutes, covering their faces
with the shields. But the rays had
done thelr work, in the swift Nashes
of the strugkle, and the monster sank
to the stone floor with A groan.

“I am dying!" muttered the Hif‘h
Muster, as he atuneud toward the
doorway, He h barely -!ron.tl&
then to strike the gong, weaker an
weaker with each movement.

This time his summons Wwas An-
swered, and from an inner chamber
several of the brethren caae running
forth. They were u-rrm---u-lf‘\t.mi an
they saw tf\e pallid face of me"h m
ter, ge;\n{‘h lel':’o onI ]
whic e ha ; T

'l:lupnn the door behin t curtain!
he ordered weakly, me
inglde!™"

ev obeyed him in surprise.
e\'igeiﬂ. uu’u thc-{. had never seen the
big room. furnished in Oriental ml -
nificence, which ltaj‘-" f;.!l rttl:il: other side
of that unsuspecte 0 e

r‘T‘h':.-y lnced his weak body upon a
divan, TI« pointed a trembling Anger
at another tapestry, and called once

nvore. door behind there!” he

“Open the
orde‘:'elt as his hand sank hnck.on A

cushlon. They obeyed again .

A barred door met thelr gaze and,
as they swung It back, the ¥uu of &
woman, swatched In Orjental draper-
tes. her face covered after the man-
ner of Turkish women, timidly en-

tered the room.
ht up = poiniard
The woman CRUE ore it was hung

from Its scabbard Wh
decoration. Bhe
pon AN “h‘-d the recumbent

dum :n‘uw:'tfm
aln a

T henind tha

“and bear

It was

" roac
;E;::;?.u’ lf.}f‘: of hatred fiashing from
the black eyes. He looked up, as she

neared him, his goze resting upon

her .lrnnge'ly.
“1 m!"} drilng.me
you., orglive
%uulshnmn:."du::lmnf;:;:
r )
a':‘;;‘imodn Sn: dagger and knelt before
him as the members looked on !3
surprise. The Master turned towar

them now.
™ woman helr to all my
I make this "T'o hear her

ower, he sald weakly,

1 who have wronged
before 1 go to my
was a faint
The woman

tn obew! Now each of you shall
n.un e my death, or die In the at-
tamp Farewell'

before him, return-
bol of tt‘;: omgr, :i.

| to rise, His lim ened,
::\:‘::-!,upfn a hollow zattle In hﬂ throat,
and he stiffened out In death, ss his
bﬂd.? Iln.k ln.thr ﬂ.nnr. - ~

L]

i atory, Mra. Maynard

I'IIE:". ‘:‘:}‘Iﬂrl.':ll!‘l‘reﬁrln Cgl]lt‘lnu.hﬂl& ana

the doctor was calming her nerves with

a little medicine. The place WwWas &

wreck, but lhri-rr ‘v;-nrl:'.nt.::relumphant
on the phyalcia :

.T{lL’ walked h:? Myra, who was trying

to bring hergelf to command of her own

excited feelings by gazing out of the
window at the doctor’s tnrdu'!.'

“It's all over now, 1 am sure, he sald,
“But, stop—1 have an idea!" He ploked
up & crystal ball from a shelf which
had not hen demolished by the mon-
ster, ‘“Look here, ll}ﬂ .:e it you can

rislo {f neyws to us,
'g(y.m‘ ‘:on%e%lmled upon the sparkling
globe, and = suddenly cried out, in

alarm:

il he Master face! The eyes are
dn:‘lmi:d‘.e cheoks Aunk—he seems

*ll;u;r‘u“noﬁfzﬁr s dead there la moth-
Ing more  to l;ﬁr-mthln‘ more o
felt afy “I:a:rou Yow face in the mir
of the 'crystal, It was that
of n woman, with Oriental swathings
about her face and sher thumba u
turned from clenched fista on either alde

°'-w"m‘i.’?-"21fk screamed, but Alden heed-
ed her not. He put his strong arms
about her -hnuldl:{ ug::'lndrow the sweet
face upward to his own.
"Mn-[;. little Myra! Do you see any-
thing In tlha crystal of my eyes, e
{2 oftly.
":hg I.nffkuri at him for a wondegul
gecond—a sweet Kternity of Parndise—
and then dropped #he burning glance, a
the golden curla were preased agalne
nis broad shoulders. ;
"1 only see,”” she murmured, "I bnly
seo the reflection of what is in my own

" what {8 that?”’
”H';rdlo\'e for you, dear., My love for
oul’

THE END,

As the men knelt
ing the thumb sym

But M“‘rn
ror deptha

fiee thiy epinode today at Hippe-

drome, Oth and N: Y, Ave—Advt.

support ? sobbing woman,
“Myra, am your father's apirit!"
came the words, audible and yet scarce-

about the empty room, and then in Its
manincal fury, began to smash every

BLACKLIST ANSWER
CONSIDERED EVASIVE

British Reply Limits Boycott,
But Ignores Question of
Right Raised by U. S.

England’'s preliminary reply today to
President Wilson's protest against her
blackilsting of certain American firms,
doean’'t hit the mark, In the opinion of
officials here.

The preliminary reply. to be followed
shortly by a detalled explanatidn of the
British position, was In the form of
formal assurances handed the State De-
rimgnt yesterday by Ambassador
pring-Rice.
AMhough these assurances definitely
limit the blackilst to the published
firms, the memorandum Ignores the
yuestion of right, moral or otherwise,
to blackllst American firma, regardless
of their trade connections or financial
control.

The British position, as the mamo-
randum declares, ba that the blacklist in
Ite limited operation will not harm
American traae as a whole,

Regarding the principle and President

Wilson'a position that American firms
un trade wherever they please, Great
ritaln clalms that s a matier to be
threshed out by diplomatlc negotiations,
once the danger of actual financial loss
ls removed,
In proof of the guarantees given, the
memorandum cites peveral cases of the
treatment accorded blacklisted Nrms al-
lowed to NIl standing contracts and col-
lect standing credit.

On this polnt, however, and the fate of
neutrals dealing with blacklisted firms,
England reserves the right to determine
her course of acyon, gulded by her own
decision on whether or not such neu-
trals are of service to enemy countries,

The reply given the State Department
by Sfring-Rice 1s as follows:

“There |8 po idea of blacklisting a neu-
tral irm merely because it continues to
do busines with a firm that i{s black-
listed, but If a neutral Arm habftually
and systematically acted as a cover for
& blacklisted firm and so caused indirect
trading between Brjtish firms and
blacklisted firms, the case would be dif-
feront.

“Regarding payment to blacklisted
firms, our action does not affect rmf-
ment to neutrals and we habituslly
Erant licensea to British firma to pay
current debta to blacklisted firms, un-
leas it 18 clear beyond doubt that such
payment would be passed on to or
create credit for enemies in enemy ter-

ritory

King George’s Footmen
Die in the “Big Push”

LONDON, July 30.—Among the names
in the casualty list resulting from the
““big push’™ by the Britlsh _on the west-
ern front nnpoar two of King George's
footmen, who at the outbreak of the
war jolned the colors with a number of
others at Buckingham Palace.

Bergeant  Kennedy and
Church are reported as “killed in nc-
tion." Both quickly became efficlent in
thelr milltary dutles and were soon pro-
moteéd to the rank of sergeant. A large
numhber of the Kihg'e servanta from his
sandringham estate were killed in ace
tion at Galllpoll.

Worked for Chicago Since
1852—Gets First Pension

CHICAGO, July #.—John Agnew,
eighty-five years old, who until .l'ul,v 1
this year had been a clty emplove since
1862, received yesterday a check which
wns the first ‘ru}‘mem b{ the municipal
pension board under the pension act
passed fve years ago.

The presentation was made by Mayor
Thompaon. Mr. Agnew's aixty-four
vears of municipal serviee began with
membership In the welunteer fire ge-
partment.
{—

Sergeant

g

Specialties
Artists’
Colorman

SCHMIDT

719-721 13th St. N.W.
Builders’ Exchange Bldg.

(Corridor Entrance),
Ve are at yomr

Third Episode Today, Georgla
Theater, 3423 Ga, Ave, N, W,—Ady

STIELOW GIVEN STAY
UNTIL NEXT MONTH

District Attorney Ordered to
Show Cause Why He Should
Be Executed.

NBEW YORK, July 3.-Three times
made ready for death In Bing Bing’'s
electric chalr, Charles Btielow, ocon«
Victed of murdering a farmer and his
housekeeper In Orleana county, has

been given at least three more weeks
of life,

Bupreme Court Justice Guy ordered’
the district attorney of Orleans county,
to show cause on August 23 why Btislow/
should be electrocuted. J

The long stay of execution came aftes
nearly two days and a night of
Itlzu -"Jo"g:y ve mmh lnr one wo

. ¢ man who Friday night
kissed his wife and three uddlgn - -
by for all time.

Thone relgmﬂbla for Justice Guyts
rull are Miaha J\Ez.-!rh.um head of
the Humanitarlan League; James W,
Osborne, former amslstant distriet
torney here; David White, of Medina;
Btewart Kohn, attorney for the
Mutual Welfars Lea ue; enry W.
Me nt, Warden Osborne's attorney,
and Ineg Milholland Bolssevain,

The five bared their day and nigh
arguments to Justice Guy on the grou

that Btielow's no-ealled confesslon con=
tained a hundred or more words that
he had never heard and that the stolid,
heavy-jowled German, even If gullty,
should not be killed, aince his men-
tality Is that of a mere nlrépllng yauth,

The fight 1o save “Big" Btielow's life
has been one of the moat dramatle In
Bing Bing's death house himtory. After
the first two wtays he was scheduled to
dle “some time during the weck begin-
ning July 24."

Buch an edict generally sends a death-
cell occupant off through “the little
green door' to the next world about
daylight Monday moming. But, It be-
In optional with upr offcials,
whether o man dies Monday, Tuesday,
or Wednesday, and everyone In Bing
Bing being convinced of Stielow's In-
nocence, his “taking off”" was post-
poned untll &4 yesterday morning.
Dry-eyved, he told his wife and three
bables good-by about midnight Friday,
and the little woman went *“‘outaide’ to
await the husband's body,

Less than two hours before the time
set for the electrocution Justice Guy
called it off,

EXPERT SAYS CANAL
MAY BE DOOMED

“If Cut Is On Gigantic Bog,
Nothing Can Be Done."

LONDON, July %-Col, Norton Grif-
fitks, M. P.., a widely known cngineer,
says In a Wiekly Clapateh intsrview ré=
gnrding the Panema Canal:
“We awnlt further developments with
svmpathetic interest bLefore accept
onminous reports that the present
In doomed.
“If the subsoll underiying Gnaillard
Cut {8 A glpantic Hog, as dome alarnist
rtatements sasert, then this particular
route seems hopelesa. No dredgl in
the works would rellave the situation
for nlways, as pow, there will be more
¢arth to remove, and It will be n case
of t}ndslns forever with no positive
sult.
""'?':nt‘.l we know whether are not the
reporte are true, it would be preinature
{6 pass judgment.’”

IT'S EITHER
DANDRUFF
- OR HAIR

You Can’t Have Both
For Long

at

Look at your coat collar. If it
shows evidence of dandruff yom
can take it as a sure sign of com-
ing baldness unless you take steps
to prevent it.

When the hair threatens to leave
you can't afford to take any
chances. Go to O'Donnell’'s Drug
Store, 904 F Street, and ask for a
50¢ bottle of Speiser's Scalp Tonic.
Use it according to directions, and
in a reasonable time dandruff, fall-
ing hair, and irritations of the
scalp and skin will disappear and
the growth of the hair will be pro-
moted. Mr. O'Donnell is so cer-
tain of the merits of Speiser's
Scalp Tonic that he'll gladly re-
fund your money if it fails.

Avoid preparations containing
alkalis (the presence of alkali is
made known by the foaming of the
liquid) or cocoanut oil. Be on the
safe Speiser's Scalp
Tonic only.—Advt.
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Modern Chiropody

Affords Instant and satisfying
foot comfort. Once you know the
value of our #service you will
pever again tolerate painful feet.

Consu

GEORGES & SON, Inc.

CHIROPODISTS,

1214 F St. N. W

LOANS
HORNING

tpouth end of Highway Bridge)

Relee, Va

Free automoblle from #th and D sts, aw.




